
Writing the Canadian Story 
Culminating our study of Canada’s Pursuit of Prosperity and Security (1946-1963) 

“Congratulations, you’re hired!” 
 

Our goal & your task: 
 

Our goal is to build a class website to catalogue each individual’s analysis of primary source 

documents that address the following critical question: 

 
To what extent did Canadians enjoy prosperity and security between 1946 and 1963? 

 

Your task is to write a report analyzing primary source documents that I, as the Editor-in-Chief, 

will assign to you based on a topic you will choose from a list provided. Your audience will 

include students searching for resources and information about Canada’s history and identity 

formation in the aftermath of World War II and during the Cold War. For this reason, your writing 
must be clear, accessible, and informative, as well as insightful. In your report, weigh the 

extent to which your primary sources confirm or challenge the dominant narrative that 

Canadians enjoyed prosperity and security between 1946 and 1963. 

 
Breakdown of due dates: 

 

As mentioned in the job description, as a web content editor, you will have to meet the following 

deadlines to seek the advice of peers and conference with the Editor-in-Chief: 

 
March 6, 2013: hand-in Web-Content-Editor’s graphic organizer for feedback 

from Editor-in-Chief 
March 8, 2013: receive graphic organizer with feedback from Editor-in-Chief 

March 19, 2013: peer assessment of 1st draft of report  

March 25, 2013: brief conference with Editor-in-Chief regarding progress and 

hiccups 
March 27, 2013: final/publishable version of primary source report due 

 

 
Requirements: 

 

Your primary source document analysis must include the following: 
 

 A clear and strong thesis that “answers” the website’s critical question (To what extent did 

Canadians enjoy prosperity and security between 1946 and 1963?) 

 The editor’s definition of prosperity and/or security (what is the criteria?) 

 Historical context of primary source documents 

 Well-organized and logical flow of ideas 

 Critical thinking (an assessment or judgement is evident) 

 A coherent and well-thought through deconstruction of the primary source 

 
 

Please refer to the rubric for the marking scheme to ensure that you fulfil all of the expectations of 

this assignment and achieve a Level 4. We will discuss what a Level 4 report looks like in class. 

 



 
Criteria Level 4 Level 3 Level 2 Level 1 NR/ I 

Knowledge/ 
Understanding 
 
Understands 
historical context 
of how specific 
Canadians 
enjoyed/ did not 
enjoy prosperity 
and/or security 
compared to 
others   

Demonstrates a 
thorough and nuanced 
understanding of how 
Canadians enjoyed/ 
did not enjoy 
prosperity and/or 
security; information 
is relevant and 
specific. 

Demonstrates 
considerable, but at 
times simplistic 
understanding of 
how Canadians 
enjoyed/ did not 
enjoy prosperity 
and/or security; 
very little 
information is 
irrelevant. 

Demonstrates 
moderate 
understanding 
of how 
Canadians 
enjoyed/ did not 
enjoy prosperity 
and/or security; 
some 
information is 
irrelevant or too 
general. 

Demonstrates 
limited 
understanding of 
how Canadians 
enjoyed/ did not 
enjoy prosperity 
and/or security; 
considerable 
amount of 
irrelevant/ 
superficial 
information. 
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10/9.7/9.4/9.0/8.5/8.0 7.8/7.6/7.3/7.0 6.8/6.6/6.3/6.0 5.8/5.6/5.3/5.0 
See 

teacher 

Application 
 
Defines 
prosperity and/ 
or security when 
evaluating 
evidence 
 

Applies and 
consistently refers 
back to a nuanced 
definition of 
prosperity and/ or 
security that 
recognizes historical 
context 

Applies a critical 
definition of 
prosperity and/ or 
security that 
recognizes 
historical context 

Applies a 
definition of 
prosperity and/ 
or security that 
lacks thorough 
historical 
context  

If used, applies a 
generic definition 
of prosperity and/ 
or security that 
lacks historical 
context 
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Thinking/ 
Inquiry 
 
Interprets and 
evaluates 
information 
gathered from 
analysis of 
primary 
documents 

Consistently 
interprets and 
evaluates information 
critically; provides 
concise summary or 
description of primary 
documents. 

Frequently 
interprets and 
evaluates 
information 
critically; 
sometimes 
describes primary 
documents too 
much. 

Occasionally 
interprets and 
evaluates 
information 
critically; 
frequently 
describes 
primary 
documents. 

Rarely, if ever, 
interprets and 
evaluates 
information 
critically; 
consistently/ only 
summarizes/ 
describes primary 
documents.  
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Communication 
 
Communicates 
clear thesis and 
supporting 
arguments; 
engaging writing 
style produces an 
informative 
educational 
resource 

Communicates 
exceptionally clear 
and convincing thesis 
and supporting 
arguments; engaging 
writing style; very few 
stylistic errors, which 
do not distract the 
reader or prevent 
understanding 

Communicates 
clear and generally 
convincing thesis 
and supporting 
arguments; 
generally engaging 
writing style; some 
stylistic errors, 
which do not 
distract the reader 
or prevent 
understanding 

Communicates 
clear thesis, but 
unclear/ 
unstructured 
supporting 
arguments; 
quite a few 
stylistic errors 
that distract the 
reader, but do 
not prevent 
understanding 

Communicates 
unclear thesis and 
generally 
unstructured/ 
unconvincing 
supporting 
arguments; many 
stylistic errors, 
which confuse the 
reader and prevent 
understanding 
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Student’s Name: _____________________________________________________  

 

Date: _______________________________________________________________ 

Hand this rubric in 

with your report on 

March 27, 2013! 


